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right course? May we not be again called upon for exer-
tions that will demand the union of every hand and every
heart In the kingdom ? What might not this House do, if
this House had the opinion of the country with it? Do
not let us say, then, that we are to increase the force of the
country by stifling opinion. It is only by promoting it, by
giving facility to its expression, by meeting it with open
hearts, by incorporating ourselves with the sense of the
nation, that we can again revive that firm and compact
power of British strength, that sprung out of British
liberty."1
Another illustration of Fox's political temperament was
his extreme suspicion of Pitt and Pitt's Parliamentary
methods. It must be remembered that the Rockingham
party into which he came in the seventies was born during
the paralysis of the House of Commons. Throughout Fox's
career there was no principle he held more stoutly than the
principle of Parliamentary control of Ministers, and it was
with the tenacity and vigilance of a political leader who
believed that principle to be indispensable to sound and
honest government that he pursued all Pitt's measures. It
is possible that he carried to an extreme his personal
suspicion of Pitt's motives, a suspicion that prevented him
from ever supporting Pitt except in the maintenance and
increase of the navy. But his suspicions were at any rate
sincere as is evident from his private correspondence. He
certainly regarded the alarmist policy of the Government
from beginning to end as a deliberate attempt to excite
fear, and to turn that fear to good account by consolidating
the power of the Government. Pitt's motives were probably
mixed; he was never so completely mastered by the panic
as were Burke and Windham, and it is difficult to believe
that a statesman who subordinated all his principles at one
time or another to the maintenance of power, believing quite
sincerely that it was more important that he should hold
1 Speech on the Treason and Sedition Bills, May 23, 1797.    Speeches^ vol. vi.
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